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Richard to Evelyn - October 21, 1942 
Historical: 
Richard Hayashi, a Japanese-American soldier and the author of 
this letter, mentions to Evelyn that his parents have been placed in 
the Rohwer Relocation Center in Arkansas. The Rohwer Relocation 
Center was a camp made to place the Japanese Americans that 
were forced to leave the West Coast. After Pearl Harbor in 1941 and 
other war-related events, Americans viewed the Japanese and 
Japanese Americans as dangerous, potential spies. Because of this 
fear, 16,000 Japanese Americans were sent to relocation camps 
between September 18, 1942 and November 30, 1945. These 
Japanese Americans, most of them American citizens, were forced 
to leave the West Coast and live in relocation centers, mostly 
located in the southern states. 
Construction of Rohwer 
began in July of 1942 
and did not finish until 
January, 1943, three 
months after the 
Japanese Americans 
had begun being sent 
there. For the Rohwer 
Relocation Center 
alone, the construction 
cost the government 
over $4.8 million 
dollars. Once finished, the camp consisted of about 500 acres made 
up of numbered blocks holding 300 people. Each block had 
between 10 and 14 barracks, or sections of buildings, divided into 
four to six apartment-style homes. These blocks also had an eating 
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area, a recreational area, a laundry location, and a community-wide 
bathroom. The blocks did not have running water or plumbing and 
were heated by stoves. Aside from the living blocks for the Japanese 
Americans, Rohwer also had an administrative and residential area 
for the workers, a hospital, a warehouse and factory, schools, and 
other buildings used for entertainment, hobbies, and other various 
activities. The entire camp was either enclosed by a barbed wire 
fence or heavily wooded areas monitored by guard towers. 
The camp reached its highest population of 8,475 Japanese 
Americans in March, 1943. Earlier, in early October, 1942, a 
“resettlement program” was put into place where some residents, if 
approved, were able to move just outside of the camp with the 
understanding that there would be guidelines put into place and 
random check-ins by the camp workers. It was also understood that 
if any rules were to be broken by those approved to live outside the 
camp, their freedom could be revoked at any time and they could be 
forced to move back into the camp. Because of the strict rules and 
low approval rates, less than 100 residents were approved to move 
out of Rohwer each month. 
It was later determined that 274 men from the Rohwer Relocation 
Center and the nearby Jerome Relocation Center served as a 
member of the United States Army. 
Finally, George Takei, the actor from Star Trek, later shared with 
the public that as a child, he lived in the Rohwer Relocation Center. 
Rhetorical: 
Although it seems there may be at least one missing page between 
the two I have transcribed, it is evident in the pages that we do have 
that the author, Richard Hayashi, is speaking in a manner that is 
too the point and without much detail. He jumps from topic to topic 
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quite quickly without any sort of transition. For example, on the 
second page, he discusses the shots he has to have, joking about 
the number of them. He then quickly changes to discussing 
Eveyln’s invitation to “the Fort at Des Moines.” His lack of transition 
between the two thoughts could mean he is trying to write hastily in 
a short amount of time, or that the relationship he has with Eveyln 
is very informal. However, since we are missing a substantial 
amount of information between the two pages, it is difficult to 
determine the degree of their relationship. 
On the second 
page, Richard 
jokes about 
the great 
number of 
shots the 
soldiers have 
to receive. First listing four shots he must receive, then claiming he 
will “have been innoculated with everything imaginable,” 
misspelling “inoculated.” It is possible that this misspelling could 
indicate further that he was in a rush at the time of his writing. 
This phrase also demonstrates more of his casual attitude. 
Although the diseases that he mentions are serious and the shots 
are absolutely necessary during that time period, he is joking about 
how many he needs. Could he potentially be trying to mask his 
worry of contracting one of the diseases? Or could he be trying to 
hide his fear of the shots or the diseases themselves? Or is he 
simply trying to remain casual in an attempt to ensure Evelyn and 
any other potential readers that everything is fine and the shots are 
nothing to worry about? It is hard to tell his intentions with his 
wording in this area of the letter, but possibly could be better 
understood if we had the other couple pages to complete it. 
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On the first page of 
the letter, he 
addresses her 
simply, using the 
term “Dear,” and 
speaks in short, 
abrupt sentences. 
These two points can further point towards either he had a short 
amount of time to write, or that he was writing casually because of 
his informal, relaxed relationship with Evelyn. When discussing his 
parents’ relocation, he says, “Hope they like the place.” Although he 
includes proper punctuation, he does not write a full sentence. 
While the meaning of this sentence and others throughout the letter 
can be easily determined, this type of writing could indicate his 
emotions and circumstances at the time. 
Written By: Holly Mindemann 
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